Jerome Napoleon, Roi de Westphalie. 


Youngest brother of the Emperor, you are the only member of the Buonaparte family (or the Napoleon family as it now seems to call itself) with any wit, grace or charm. Naturally, therefore, your brother despises you, and seeks to put you down at every opportunity.
Your recently created Kingdom of Westphalia has been wracked by revolutions this spring and summer. There were two rebellions in April alone, one of them led by no less a person than the colonel of your Garde Jäger battalion, von Dörnberg. Although you were able to repress this revolt, elements of your army betrayed you; the entire 1st Cuirassiers, for instance, declared themselves ‘neutral’ for the length of the revolt. In May, the Prussian Hussar Schill led his men into to your kingdom, causing considerable confusion before he was finally tracked down and killed by Gratien’s men at Stralsund not two weeks ago. Your Imperial brother affects to believe that Schill was acting off his own bat, and had no instructions from the Prussian government, despite the fact that he brought an entire regiment of Prussian hussars with him. You know better, and are well aware that if Schill had won more support from your subjects, or Austria had been more fortunate in the fighting in Bavaria, Prussian intervention in the war was certain.
The Archduke Charles has now beaten your brother in a great battle near Vienna, and the threat both of Austrian invasion of your lands, and Prussian intervention in the war, is considerable. Spies also reveal that a major amphibious force is being prepared in England, perhaps as many as 40,000 men. This is most probably aimed at Holland, but the possibility cannot be ruled out that the British will seek to regain their old holdings in Hannover, or will detach a part of their force to strike against you if the opportunity seems a good one.

The old rulers of Hesse Kassel and Brunswick have raised emigré armies for the Austrians and are keen to fight you. You know well that many of your soldiers are more loyal to those men than to you. Your spies inform you that there are 20,000 Austrians, 5,000 Brunswickers and 2,000 Hessians gathering in Bohemia, and this force could no doubt be strengthened by calling up more Landwehr. Of your Westphalian troops, only your Garde cavalry is completely reliable – the others would gladly desert to Brunswick or Hesse Kassel. In addition, your 5th and 6th Regiments, the Frankfurt battalion and the 3rd Berg Regiment, are so recently raised as to be useless – their training is scarcely begun and their officers inexperienced.

You must protect your kingdom from internal revolt, Austrian invasion and any threat of British landings. In addition you must put up a strong enough front to dissuade the Prussians from further interventions, not least by keeping a strong garrison in the fortress of Magdeburg which the King of Prussia would dearly love to recover. Moreover you must do this unaided, since your brother has spitefully refused to place the Duc d’Abrantes’ Reserve Corps under your orders, and the pitiful Saxon forces remaining in that Kingdom are quite inadequate to defend even their own country if the Austrians try to invade.




Troops Under Command

X Corps
Type
Rating
Strength

King Jerome

6



1st Westphalian Division – GD Graf Bernterode

5


Garde Grenadier
Line
3
840

Garde Jäger
Light
3
587

Jäger Carabinier
Light
3
360

Garde Chevauxlegers
Light
3
550

2 Battalions, 3rd Berg Infantry
Line
6
1,308

Horse Artillery
Light
4
6 guns







2nd Westphalian Division – GB d’Albignac

6


2 Battalions, 1st Infantry Regiment
Line
5
1,680

2 Battalions, 5th Infantry Regiment
Line
6
1,843

2 Battalions, 6th Infantry Regiment
Line
6
1,712

1st Cuirassier
Heavy
6
410

Foot Artillery
Line
4
6 guns







Dutch Division – GD Gratien

5


Foot Artillery
Line
4
4 guns

1st Horse Artillery
Light
4
4 guns

2nd Horse Artillery
Light
4
4 guns

2nd Dutch Cuirassier
Heavy
4
370



1st Brigade– GM Anthing

5


2 Battalions, 6th Dutch Infantry
Line
5
1,113

2 Battalions, 7th Dutch Infantry
Line
5
1,289



2nd Brigade – GM van Hasselt

5


2 Battalions, 8th Dutch Infantry
Line
5
1,212

2 Battalions, 9th Dutch Infantry
Line
5
1,197







French Troops, Colonel Chabert

4


IV/22nd Ligne
Line
5
543

Battalion of Detachments
Line
6
793







Erfurt Garrison, Major von Horadam

6


2nd Frankfurt Battalion
Line
6
498

It is 8 June 1809. The Guard Division is at Kassel, the Dutch Division at Stralsund, and the 2nd Westphalian Division at Dömitz. The two French battalions are in garrison at Magdeburg.

